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The Restitution Fund. I "V" ot Fannie looked Into each other,
nOANS and shrieks unspeak- - Ini: J. nUf., Wntllng.

able Issued from the closed ford, coming to the door of the drawing
doors of the Pullman drawing ,,,.,ciJl? n"d thf two lrl"

'V..fc 1R.-IMV- III CIIUI) 1II1U UUKVI IUII- -room, and the two girls, who! vcrsatlonwere the only occupants of the car,
looked at each other In concern.

"Somo one Is III!" said the younger
and more vivacious. She was very
handsome, and about twenty.

The other girl, who was about twenty-t-

wo, and more sedate, though there
was the twinkle of humor In her
brown eyes, listened Intently to the
agonizing noises that rose above tho
rattle and rumble and screech of the
jerky train; then she touched the bell
at her side, and the two, npparently
sisters, from tholr likeness of feature
and from the neat
waited In vain for the porter.

Groans and shrieks unspeakable;
walls of anguish; cries of mortal
agony; wild, despairing screams!

"J can't stand It any longer, Fan-
nie!" and the younger of the two girls
Jumped up.

Her sister hesitated, then followedto the door of the drawing room, out-
side of which they stood for a mo-
ment; while those terror-Inspirin- g

sounds, rose above tho loud rattle ofthe train.
It was Fannie who at last knocked.

No one came; only tho groans andshrieks responded. The girls lookedat each other In frightened pallor.
"Just turn tho knob, Violet, and

we'll peep In," finally advised Fannie.
"You do It!" breathlessly returnedviolet, her hnnd on tho knob, never-

theless.
An extra loud shrink ipnm.l in nnf.

mate Violet's hand, for It turned the

I

I

and the girls peeped timidly ,nl" emergency. was equal to
uitnumbed by the unexpected sight I ,0" conductor," he

met eyes, and a I "? ,r
hn iii. 4b.j ! rennlr rlpnr thn track...v ..mi, jvji ncu WIO V1010LSI r. -- ...... ... .....,

hand and swung It wide.
"Welcome, ladies," greeted the lean,lank musician, with a flourish or his

and another flourish withhis unoccupied hand. "Won't you
come in and. listen to

The two girls-emerg- ed 'from their
onX"?" wlth'HjhTage.1

"So sorry," apologized Fannie, butsuddenly Violet giggled.
"Frankly," she explained, "wethought some one was dying In here,"

and the hroad-chcate- d man thehuge diamond In his cravat rhurklo.i
wide shoulders heaving, hiseyes half closing.

"What Is your favorite musical se-
lection?"

"Tell him 'The Wearln' of tho
Green.' Miss Violet," broke In a richvoice, and a d conductor stoodthere, his eyes twinkling.

"I was," grinned the musician;
III play It again."

"Oh. was you?" retorted the
man. "Then don't."

Both the girls 'aughed, tho gifted
amateur turned to tho conductor witha well assumed expression of griev-
ance.

"This Is rough on real art," he com-
plained. "I try to cheer my gloomy
companion with a little light lilt, and

young ladles rush to minister to one
In pain. If vou won't come in.

laaics, may i entertain you outside?
They had Just turned luughlnKly to

fro back to their seats, when a glisten-
ing haired Jap with a

solemn face came stalking back
through the car and handed the con-
ductor a note. The conductor read It;
said gruffly, "No answer." and tho Jap
went away.

The faces of girls changed In-

stantly, as they saw the stationer)', with
Ita Bhadow-llk- e Imprint of a flying bird
across tho face of envrlopo.

"Thn Swallow," Fannle's low
olce tilled with sadness.
"Oh, Mr. O'Connoll" exclaimed Violet,

and, two tears sprang Into her
"eyes.

"IS the '
"Yes. Mlsi Violet!" nnd Conductor

O'Connel gave a 1'ttle motion of his
mck which mlsht have been a gulp.
"I wasn't going to tell you, but we'ro
hauling The Swallow on behind, nnd
young Falls Is In It with a souso party."

The two girls, all sparkle gone out
of them, turned away nnd went slowly
bock to their scats whero they sat sor-
rowfully, hand clasped In hand.

"What's a swallow?" Inquired
lean and lank musician, a troubled ex- -

salon black eyes as they
Violet and her sister.

"The Rwnllnwl" Conductor O'Connel
frowned as he pu.ichcd tho tickets.
Ufed to belong to these oung ladles,
Ti.ir fntimr hullt It for them: Warden,
owner of this road. When ho died, old
n. II, Falls somehow or other got tho

' road, nnd Miss Violet Miss Fnnnla
that I've hauled since they were babies
haven't a cent." O'Connel gulped, and
hl fnen turned reddor. "It's a damn
shame!" ho suddenly blurted, hnvln
held tomrue as lone as lie rouia.,
"Old Fulls skinned 'em tint's what he
did. out flvo nlllli'n dollars!"

"Skinned "cm!" Tho lean nnd lank
niustelin looking back nt pretty Violet
Warden, became suddenly furious.

that!"
"Orphnns them!" nnd O'Connel

plodded on through the car. too Indlg- -

tne
Tnnaieinn. "did vou hear thnt outrage7

"Yes," replied the big mnn,
ns he lit a thick black cigar.

Blackle gnzea out oi inn noor 10 wnero

dark-hnlre- d lBtor. Suddenly he slammed
his saxophone In case, and hurried
Strnlgnt mo Kiri,
over the sent In front of

"Beg your pardon," he began, his
hlack eyes snapping. "I'm

nnd you might as well
'Blackle,' cvervbody else does. Mv
partner Is J. Waillngford, nnd
he's tho slickest little flnanclnl
Intor in tho United Ptates, bar none.
"Why, Jim Waillngford go Into n
town where the entire floating capital
consists of three copper pennies and
a plugged dime, come away with
enough monov to stnrt a branch mint."
He ran his lingers through his hlack
hnlr, nn 1 wnrmed to work, ns
ho flaw the miz7led astonishment on tho
faces nf the "Now, we've Just
heard thnt Falls you
out of five million, and we're going to
get back you. Glvo me the

he blue eyes of Violet and the 'brown

3be $ JMfetitire 3

"Throemn.Vte.

L.?m'.,mw,

preternat-urall- y

'Come hern. Jim." mlled ntnrkle.
"Say; there was a whole gang in this
deal, a clique headed by 1 tills! Wo'ro
going to get that money!"

"Mno," chuckled Waillngford. "Get-
ting money either backward or for-
ward. Is my main reason for living."

Just then the train stopped with anabtupt Jerk, which throw big J. Itufus
Waillngford oft his feet, und tossed
Violet Warden forward into tho arms
Blackle Duwl

Five young men picked themselves
from the floor of the magnificent private
car. Swallow, after that rude stop of
the train, nnd viewed tho devastation
with extreme annoyance. The whist
cards luy scattered everywhere; a beau-
tiful pasteboard model of a portablebungalow had been Jerked from the
sideboard nnd bent In the tumblo; anda glass of champagne had been dashed
all over the lavender waistcoat young
Benssy Falls!

"How very aggravating," said young
Benssy, as ho rung for Bhamasuka; but
his dimples returned Immediately,

"Somo one shall have a good ragging
for this. Sammy, you've been a vexing
long time In coming."

"1 beg your pardon, sir," replied theJap In his college Kqgllsh. "but Ithought you might like to know thecause of the delay, and hurried out
to Investigate."

"Very well, you may toll us," Mr.
graciously consented.

"Thank you, sir," responded Rhama-ruk- a.

"There Is a heavy rock-slid- e on
the track Just ahead of The en-
gineer snapped a driving lod In doing
so." '

Tho eyes of all four of Mr. Falls'
friends turned to him expectantly In

knob, He the
"""" cracK. iney Slopped,!"" '

You wl" ,n0
their lurch of rocle'1 '" ,V0lc8 authority, "to
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his
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and proceed Immediately. Walt, ho
shall have written Instructions."

"Yes, sir," said tho Jap, In a tone al-
most of solemn gratitude, but when
reached the platform ho grinned.

Mr. J. Itufus Waillngford was out- -
sldo discussing ways and means with

Hhamasuka camo""

Ita

enn

Would listen to this?" Rickey. "You couldn't And a
O'Connel. "Mr. Fnlls directs mo to re- - good portable house, no Invented
pair the driving rod, clear the track Stunning, the amount of brains we
and proceed turned found In tho crowd! Benssy Invented
to Bhamasuka In the face. "You tho hollow e, and that
tell Mr. Falls that I directed him to or ining, you Know, leggy ng
go to tho devil!" roared,

"Yes, sir," said Jap with pleasure,
and when he regained tho platform he
permitted himself grin.

Waillngford turned to the conductor
In perplexity. "You must be tired of
your Job," ho suggested.

"Me? I love It." responded O'Connel.
'But you don't think I'm sending that

y.0J '" Wm In a
been giving me fool orders ever since
we picked his souso-cn- r at tho
Junction. If the Jap only cartios him
my uttie spoccn, anu tne cud only re
ports to his old man, I'm In line for
promotion, If that's worth while."

A savage dissertation road
In general was presently Interrupted by
tne arrival or ncnssv irais. attended
by his quartet of friends. The son of
tho president wosted no time In par-
ley, but stnlkcd straight up to tho

"I demand an apology," he said, hla
dimples Interfering sadly with his se-
verity,

"You get back on your car." ordered
O'Connel. "You can do what you please
there, but I'm running tho rest of the
train."

"You will cither apologize or I shall
compelled to ask you to fight," de

clared young Mr. Fans very sternly.
"That s what I call sportln , an-

nounced Rickey Saunders.
"Magnanimous of Benssy, consider-

ing the difference In class," murmured
thick-lippe- d Haugh, whose father had
been a dry goods clerk until ho devel-
oped a genius for being lucky at stock
und gambling.

O'Connel looked over tho shoulders
nnd arms of the athletic young Mr.

appreciatively, and
Haugh

ui tnicK lower tnick
Hon my

he stated; "but even you were your
own father, Mr. Kails, I'll bet a month's
pay I'd defend myself If struck If
struck!"
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the chcerer, who nono other
Blackle and gave him a well

sign
Thereupon Mr. slammed his

hat his head, and held tho
two girls who wcro headed toward tho
Bceno tho trouble,

"Nix," wnrncd. "Under cover for
ours. Jimmy already on the

nnd ho hurried Fannie
Warden Into tho Pullman again.

Friend Jimmy was Indeed on lob.
Iln had the prostrate Benssy

that two upon
mnn. nnd. with passing wink

O'Connel who had been quieted by
Jiant for further ' two brakemen und tho engineer,

"Say, Jim," n ine

nnd

young

Violet

telescoping

conversation.
Dwauow,

sup-so- n

ot Old tho
Ho a friend and In
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one well how

th homitirii! head Violet restoratives, and take some himself.
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nnd disputing
tho fact that employed a who
was an artist. appreciated, the
pretty house, whert,

nctlve groping openings, he spied
It thn floor, expressed his

"Hlppln' line It Is," Rickey
boasted. the archi-

tect hullder because ho
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you see.

Immediately!" He
walls,

J

thing.

ured out how to turn thn
benches Into cots. Humpsy, is no
end of a clever mechanic, devised the
simplest sort a collapsible cookstovc

a telescoping Dine. Cash discover
ed the method making roof ridge
water-tigh- t, and 1 worked a fancy
clamp bind tho together: but,

all, tho real rlppln' brains ot the
ining uenssy. ine wall ideaRffKJ;re.'S2eK..V11A.ej .".:'wh"v""' Just flash

upon

bond

Never wasted a moment of thought on
ii,

1 ,.

rt

It

is

"Clever scheme." declared W
Atllrfvfnt thn mnrtnl with Ihn

Falls,

I hnm muh.nin to be Mr. Bezazzum
and demonstrated how "f 1,,"u"k:

and
Mr. Cazlzuo, of

was to bo packed and shipped and ro.
assembled.

Waillngford turned him quickly and
studied caro before
replied.

"There's a fortune declared,
n deliberately rising enthusiasm.

"Of you gentlemen not com-
mercial. I am. I a com-
mercial opening I and

smiled to as looked Into
the of the eagerly Interested
group around tho table, and studied

commercial openings saw
him. "Your marvelous portable
should bo your gift to your

low sportsmen about per cent

a twinkle came

dends; ana I, wno sincuy a mm-- n

man favorably Impressed
that should bo to tako
or $50,0X) worth of myself."

'Thank you," said Benssy gratefully.
"I consider that a compliment,
I'm

"Nothing of the sort," returned Wai-
llngford sedately. "It cold
Mielnes judgment Is speaking,

into his eye. "Far bo from me to Reggie had flapping his
.tumuli ..... up wun nis rorennger

of bread and butter, tupon

of Falls
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and

come

and

and

of tho
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In deen thought.
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show them thit thli was a Joke. "Even
vvhllo wo nave taming. I have

a radical defect In construc-
tion of your portablo cottage, have
Invented a to overcotno It. You

making your hollow walls In
straight sections which merely abut
upon each other. and shrink-
age will draw, them leave
wide Vtnu we must Is to
mfcko hollow like this,"
no aeiiiy aim luuuexrij- - cut open, upon
alternate edges, one of Bcnssy's

Now raised limp tlons, the
i . .IU1..I.. -- . . 1

who

his for

sort

Deen
the

and
way

and
tho

cpci umvr eiibiiui snow
plan of overlapping, nnd then reversing
them to show how much spacev they
saved in nesting for

There wns a general chorus of polite
exclamations.

"That Purely makes Mr. Waillngford
of tho Tamlly. Reggie," declared

Rickev. "I vote him In, fellows. Now!
One, Two, Three"
."Aye'" courteously shouted his friends

In perfect unison.
"I thank ypu." said Waillngford.

rising and bow Ine gravely,
only a minute, nnd then I must

go to
tho chuckling Waillngford as he stepped
Ir.lr. the Pullman drawlmr vnnm ,,,,..
Blackle and the girls had retired to

UUPIIt- -.

exclaimed Vanm. Ttri.
den, a of In
her brown eyes as she saw tho
In the eyes of J. Rufus.

"Partners." Rufus repeated withrelish, aa he by Fannie. "Tvogone Into huslness Benssv
Falls and the sons .of four MC"....

plate," young Fulls modestly commercial crooks who holn- -
you're building a cd to oteal the Warden estate"

rain-proo- f, and snow-pro- "Please, Mr, Waillngford, we don'tportable houso?'f Rufus, 'want you to get Into any trouble on
Dllll BlUlflllB. IBJI aVU'UIIL.

"that

parts

"I've
bock

flosh

young

"And

going to have time lives. I confess that If we book ,

don't you worry about anthlng that 'orders for theso a gross
, rectors. "V"I am only lh"'turns up. in promise vou tnu mucn, return or over smouo I shall reel

that anything wo do won't land us In . encouraged, but flatterod."
Jail. I have u great respect for the. "Hear! Hear!" shouted Rickey Saund- -
law;. ' crs. and the others clapped their

"Its so useful, added Blackle, and hands.
Violet laughed delightedly. Sht had Waillngford laid down the letters andcome to the point where she laughed ut
unytning macule sum.

"Con Fannie and I help?" sho offered
eagerly.

J. Itufus blinked, and then
chuckled.

"It will glvo Blackle and me great
pleasure," he assured her. "Would you
mind. Miss Fannie. If I Rave you a
little detective work In the office of' the Speckled Bass Portable '

alnB. Miss havo to thcm, tho that
pmc-- help three towns at once. cach. ,on! the proud

the. n' . n.n.v you are
took It It Michigan;

Mr.
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Cazak, Ontario, Tenawpus,
Ark."

There was a little In which the
girls pondered on the wonderful new
possibilities which had been opened
to them.

"What I want to know this," In-
quired Blackle, after mature
"do I, or do I not, wear

The grand opening of the
tho Speckled Bass Hollow-Wallc- il l'ort-nbl- e

Bungalow Company n
long to remembered. Fully one

third of the was given over to
offices befitting such a distinguished
set ot officers. Entering n spacious
vestibule In Dutch tiling, one saw sur-
rounding him a number beautiful
glass doors, leading Into the cfflre of
Iresidcnt Falls, In white and geld ,
Vice President Haugh, In mahogany and
ebony: of Second Vice President c.

In rosewood silver birch;
Secretary Saunders In walnut and

cedar; Treasurer Cash, tn redwood
nnd bird's-ey- e maple ; nnd of Manager
Waillngford In plain oak.

these, there was an arched
and groined directors' room, which was
a triumph ceramic art; n buffet

with more varieties liquids
than a dye-sho- a small boy,
proud In many gold that In
tne suiiiigni ne wns soiui

?.' Inventing,
!. -- not nf Z!&v S",f h.". '".Also waa a neat and rrtlr-

waumgrora
'Conductor O'Connel;

Conductor O'Connel,

'" WY'waumgrora "" vu
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amusement sparkling
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so wind-proo- f.

dust-proo- f,

suggested J.

!'

Bungalow

Is
reflection;

whiskers?"

wns

and
so

mare.
Ing private secretary for Manager Wai-
llngford, who kept herself out sight
a great deal, but displayed a remark-
able Interest In the business. Behind
tho offices was the factory, with work-
men, grinning foolishly when unob-
served, In snow-whlt- o uniforms nnd
at.. a.aaaaa alaAtanat kltnirln lHu. "t. ....! hior j ,;

flocks. and
young private ornco.

nf nrmsome old. nnd so beautiful
that nature, out spite, had
wasted no gifts them.
ladles, taught carefully Infancy to

charming, wcro into ecsta-
sies everything without
discrimination, they discrimi-
nated In favor Waillngford himself,
whom voted to a most charm-
ing manager, as did the board

at their first regular
meeting In the new quarters.

"You sco. fellows." declared
Saunders. not only sportln' but

what chap Walllngford's
done. He's made It possible for each
fellow to entertain In his own offlccH
with tho a club, nnd
tho privacy his own quarters, and
vet it's a bloomln' factory office.

business man. I call him.'"
"RemarkabU?," agreed Benssy. "I

saw a lino liquors and
selected with so discrimination. Oh,
come In Mr. Wnllngford. us
abslnltho

"No, smiled the gen-

eral manager. In to discuss
stern business, and to lav before you
a synopsis during tho
two months and since organized
nn. n,nnanv. You havo. I think, seen
tho circulars and catalogues milled you

time to iwne mic? m
from tho printers. I now havo tho pleas-
ure presenting the most
of tho replies I have had from our

ono these,
u to make A nrlco on

tho portable bungalows. Is from a Mlchl.
gan crnnberry monopolist expects
to his pickers right the
picking Is goocT The next one. from o,

wishes prices on 125, and this one,
from Arkansas, asas a quotation on

other ,hpments
to went . destination.

Joint patent .,,,. . . ."that we have received our
trom Government nt Washington,
granting us the exclusive right to manu-
facture our article In tho Unltod
States."

He ud the document In question,
exhibiting Its gaudy and seal.
"'." D,L"C rivo ..hTp. ana

Company7 Violet, you'll around
Blackle be In patentee .might

see andBlackle

hlmwlf

cracks.

of
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up
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of
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buttons
one

of
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rlppln'

resources
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boys,"

progress

own upon grant
have It for keeps.

"Also, I havo to report," he continued,
this with solemn lmpresslveness,
'"tho procuring six patents In
own for six moro or loss trivial
Improvements In portable houses or
bungalows. These courso, my
own Invention and my own property;
but It Is only my decent duty to offer
them to tho Speckled Bass Portable
iingaiow company nt nominal price
of 3125.00O. cosh! the
Kcntlimcn, and shall retire without
recommendation of any

A stillness the weight and Inflex-
ibility a Pullman blanket fell upon
the board directors immediately after
the retirement Mr. Waillngford.
Hlnggold Cash, being the calmest aa
well as the about
matters, was tho to recover his
nerves.

"Seems to this Waillngford chap's
too good a business man for You
sec. It's like begin with, tho

has no right to Invent portable-hous- e

Improvements after havo per-
fected tho article"

"That's It! It sportln'!" declared
Rickey, much disappointed In Waillng-
ford.

"Gentlemen tho Board: I
you table Official Manager
Walllngford's proposition!" Benssy.

"Rlppln"!" shouted Jumping
up. "Three nnd a tiger for
Benssy!" Now. fellows. One, 4wo,
three!"

A gentleman from Bezunk. Mich., a
Mr. Bezazzum, visited tho factory
qullo opportunely day, while a
special called directors' meeting was

WO VCD "'"" ,,..h wn. a
scattered everywnere. ino oiricers ,.,,.",tn. enmnanv brought hosts daughter, whom he called. Violet,
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letnry and giggled for a solid llvo min-
utes, after which both girls peeped out
for a frosh sight of Mr. Bezazzum, of
Bezunk, nnd popped back In to giggle
somo

Peto Bcznzzum, of Bezunk, was. In
truth, a wondrous creature. In felt
boots, corduroy trousers, n canvas coat,
a sweuter of gorgeous hues and won-
drous nnd a broad-rimme- d felt
lint. As for his countenance. It was
lean and bony, with the most absurdly
sprawled black mustache Imaginable,
and a little tuft nf which
began neatly to bo a goateo and ended
in nil dliectlons, ns If It bin suaueniy
becomo Intoxicated. His eyebrows were
equallir hlack, and beneath them glowed
n pair of hlack eyes which alternately
twinkled with mischief and flashed
with hawk-lik- e Intensity.

There was that In his hearing nnd
ease, however, which forbade lovity or
ridicule, and which mado the board ot
directors take him as serlortslv as he
took hlmsolf, but Toad Jessup. after ono
good look at him, went out Into tho
siock room, wncre ne lenneu over a
barrel nails and laughed until he had
the stomach-ach- e,

"Well, vuh see. cents." said Mr. Be
zazzum in objection to the company's
product. "I'm a wlllln' tuh pay thuh

danged prlco for thuh
very best buh gosh port-tabl- e houses
what can ho coaxed together, and I gut
thuh huhjlng money," nnd hero ho
slapped his pocket mcnnlnglv. "Bu-u--

I don't notice from your cntaloguo
enough new fnngled doodads, dinguses,
nnd hlckoys tuh seem tuh chahm thuh
dollars out'n theso co'duroya."

"I'm vorv sorrv. Mr. RozAzzum." re
turned MV. WailllngfQrd, "but I am
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Bungalow. You must come out Into our
factory and Inspect one which Is com-
plete and ready for shipment."

It Was a masterful manner In which tn
treat such an emergency, and tho board
01 uireciors strong in tholr admira-
tion of It. Tho board followed Into tho
factory, much Interested, tn c ihn
demonstration. With all his suavity,
Wnlllngford (trove to prove to Mr.
Uezazzum the excellence of the Speckled
llass Hollow-Walle- d Portable Bunga-
low,

I nut Mr. Bezazzurs wv obdurate.
I While admitting the superk Ity of the
crtlclo before him. admitting it In suchnauenng terms mat eacn and every
one of tho board of directors was
pleased until ho writhed, still the thing
wtxild not quite do.

official manager sighed. The
member of the board of directors
looked nt him anxiously. What would
this commercial genius do In such an
emergency? He dlsnlaved his hand.
and In unison they sighed with relief.

rou nave not. seen tne improvements
upon the Speckled nass Bungalow,"
said Wntllngford, holding up his hand
Impressively, and the mere manner In
which he said It, his round pink facegraven Into solemnity, and hla broad
chest expanded to Its full capacity, was
enough to Insuplre confidence In any
man. "Allow me to show jou tho im-
proved portable house weatherstrip; the
Improved portable house lightning rod,
tho Improved portable house ventilator;
the Improved portable house down-
spout; thf Improed portable house
door knob, and the Improved portable
house burglar alarm."

Dtftly and quickly the manager dis-
played these wonderful attachments
protected by the six Waillngford
pntcnts. Mr. Bezznzzum was In ecsta-cle- s,

nor was his voluble ardor cooled
when Mr. Waillngford announced thrt
theso Improvements would add 5 to tho
cost of each hunualow.

"I wouldn't hundang miss havln' them
Improvements If they cost flfty plunks
a. throw." he declrreil enthusiastically.
"Yuh can Jes' book mah ohdek faw
SOO hollowed walled bungalows with nil
of them there Improvements, and I slip
you 10 per cent of thuh entire bill. In
cash, right XSKSXl Sv'e ornedrbut

and can or,
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Bov, take this gentleman Into my office
and see If will not have some re-

freshments. Mr. Bezazzum, shall not
detain you over two or three minutes.
Gentlemen, will you kindly accompany
mo to the Doara room.up two packages. "I havei 0n lho thoge three
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vvaiunKlorns private peureiary
on certain lawyer, who Immediately
telephoned certain un
that day. The National Hollow Walled
Portablo House Company, which was a
real concern doing a real business, filed
a suit agalnlst tho Speckled Bass con
cern for infringement of patents ana
damages! An Injunction was also

Here was a pretty
Manager Waillngford Immediately
railed a board of directors meeting,
an Imperatlvo one. and three most
Impoitant social engagements wero
broken This thing ot being In trado
had become a bore

Four days after the suit waa filed
there came an agonized telegram
from Mr. Bezarzum that an injunc-
tion had been served upon him, for-
bidding him to pay for and remove
tho portable consigned to
him.

On the second day after that, again.
Mr. Bezazzum himself came Into tho
factory, both himself and his daugh-
ter, clad in the most most vlglent slllc
sweater procurable,

Mr. Bazaxzum, more violent!) In-

flamed than his unspeakable swe
was a torpedo of righteous winth,
whom Mr. Waillngford endeavored,
with no sucotess at all, to plucnto
with socthlng words and fond prom-le- c.

shrieked Mr. Bezazzum. "OI'll
have tho law on yez, begob. You
promised mo, three hundred bunga-
lows and OI hcv ine mln engaged, and
no houses to put them in. could
havo got thlm chanties elsewhere;
but by chemlny, blace my conflderce
een airs skinner concern an' thoy
turn me down I'm agin you, soe?
Tomorrow, by heck. I'll stack you up
In front of a

damage suit, so help me! And
that goes!'

"My dear Mr. Bezassum You must
realize that, so far as Intent goes,
we are entirely Innocent in this af-
fair.: Wo dcllvored the goods to you
nn time, and we tannot be held, for
anything on that score. In a spirit of
fairness, however, wo will do this
much. Wo will puy the freight both
wavs. take back the three hundred
portable houses, and repay your 10
per cent advance deposit in rash.
"Isn't that fair, Mr. Bezazzum?"

"Hear! Hear!" cried Rickey Saun-
ders, In a tone which tried to be

"That's a sportln' oer, Mr,
Berazzuni."

Mr. Bezazzum's answer to that
ofier was picturesque, and
violent. He had a contract calling
for the delivery of the goods to him
within a certain pencilled time, anddelivery to a carrying agent from
which he could not secure the goodsupon the prortcr nf the agreed prlco
of tholr relenae, was no delivery to
him In fact, common sense, or 'law.
He intoded to press his clulm In thohlgliext courts In the land, sn hain
him Moses; and thcro was no possible
compromise Hold on, Ihoiuh' Theremight that is. It was Just barely
posslblo that there might be a way
out.

Hope dim, vague, distant, glimmering
hope, tho barest dicker nnd spark ofhope blushed faintly upon the

horizon for flvo disconsolate gen-
tlemen In trado. It might ho barely
possible that, If the Speckled BassCompany wero to relinquish the goods
free, in settlement of Mr. naxnzznm'a
damage claim wall, gentlemen, thereyou were, and what were you going
to do about It or stand suit, buhgosh!

The dense silence was broken bv
Humperdlnck, tho three creases In
whose brow wero now so tlghtlv drawn
that they seemed ono blurred, hlnck
line of foundation for his splkeH of
hair. "Did understand tho gentleman
to say that he offered compromise?"

Mr. Waillngford. nnnarentlv hnnelens
nnd despairing, put the compromise In- -

that our catalogues do not do full Jus- - to Intelligible terms.Also heat and cold-proo- f, added 'Trouble, he laughed. "Why. we'rs a hundred of the portable bungalows, tics to the Speckled Bass Portable "At last there's aomethln1

sportln'l" Illckey plucked up his spirits
enougn 10 announce, "js u correct,
guv'nor, that this gentleman will just
take the three hundred portable houses
and go back home to Bezap, or Bezlb-be- r,

or wherever It Is, and never
never molest us again?"

"That Is his only term," vociferated
Mr. Bezazzum.

"Then It's perfectly easy," declared
nickey, so relieved that he could pluck
with interest at the mustache which
would not come. "We don't want the
bloomln' bungnlows. do we, fellowa?"

The unanimous assent to this was a
closely concerted groan; but tho groan
was emphatic.

"Then," went on nickey, still bright-
ening, "I vote, fellows, that we accept,
the bloomln' compromise and thank
the gentleman from Bczam for having
maac nis nppin . gooa sporun oner.

"Just a moment, gentlemen," warned
Waillngford solemnly. "We are set-
ting a dangerous precedent. We have
customers In Ontario, and In Arkansas,
who will be claiming the same terms."

"Move we let 'em all have the terms,"
returned Rickey promptly. "Move we
let 'cm all have 'em. That's snortln'.
eh. fellows? Somebody second the mo-
tion."

A savage second came from Reggie
Haugh. He had Just lost the second
girl from the end, first row, because a
man who would let business Interfere
with an engagement with her was a
Piker.

They had barely mado that resolu-
tion when tho attorney for the National
Company Just managed to happen in
upon them. Tho attorney for the Na-
tional Company waa very severe. He
would give the Speckled Bass Company
Its choice of two courses. It could con-
tinue business under a prohibitive roy-
alty, or It could quit business entirely
and forever.

It took the board of directors Just
forty-thre- e seconds to accent the rropo-ttin- n

tn an nut of business entirely and
forever: and Immediately thereafter It
departed in a bodv. declining even to
take parting drink In the hideous
marts of trade. "

Violet and Fannie Warden started
door v ai- -
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nie. The two girls had been holding
hands and were still Dale.

"Forever!" Sir. Bezazzum nulled off
hla whiskers and threw them on the
desk, and became Blackle Daw, "Wo
must have cleaned ud about a quarter of
a million for the Warden Restitution
Fund. Jim."

"A little better. I think." Waillngford
threw open the safe, and 'drew out a
bundle which he tossed on tho desk
"There's a hundred and twenty-fiv- e

thousand cash which I wouldn't tcaich
until we had everv possible come-bac- k

settled. Including the removal from the
game ot Mr. Bezazzum. Mr. Cazlsus,
and Mr. Penao: and more particularly
the removal of the Speckled Bass Port-
able House ComDanv."

"That's the Idea." Blackle turned in
explanation to the mystified girls. "In
anv con-dea- l. It's easv enough to get
hold of the money, but to make It ssfe
money requires both skill and pa-
tience."

Violet laughed, but Fannie still looked
troubled.

"I don't quite understand how you got
this money. Mr. Waillngford" "

"Bv strictly legltlmato business meth-
ods In use evorv dav from Portland,
Me., to Portland. Ore.." Immediately
claimed Waillngford. quite anxious to
convince Fnnnlo that It was all right

"That Isn't what I meant." Fannie,
went on.

"However you got it, the money Is
for patents you sold the company;
your Inventions."

"Bunk," grinned Blackle. "Jim in-
vents like he eats his dinner, five or
six courses at a lime. Tho fact you
have to consider is that we got this
hundred and twenty-fiv- e thousand
dollars for the heirs of the Wardenestate out of the heirs of some of tho
crooks who robbed It. And there's
more besides, girls. You own five hun- -
aren anu twenty-nv- e One, hollow-walle- d,

very portable bungalows.
What are they worth, Jim?"

"Can't say exactly." Wallinrfnrn' h,ia deep frown on his brow. "They're atgooa distributing points, and they
should bring n couplo of hundred
thousand dollars: but the National Port-
able Bungalow Company offers us ahundred thousand net, and "

'Tut away the pencil and paper,
Jim," ordered Blackle, for Waillngford
had begun to figure. "We'll take thathundred thousand, and know whero
vvo'ro at. How about It, girls?"

"But we can't accept all that money!"protested Fannie. The girls had clasp-
ed hands again. "We "

"That'll do," said Waillngford gruff-
ly, "lou'll take what we get for you.
or we won't play."

"Let 'em pay our expenses, Jim,"
Blackle hn'd detected a tear tremblingon Violet's lashes, nnd Fannle's lips
wero quivering. "Expenses consistsor whatever any of we four blowcd In.
And I move thnt we lock up this of-fl-

and throw the key away, hire ancar, and go somo plaoo
for a celebration dinner on the espenso fund!"

(To be continued next Sunday.)

Doomsday Set For
Downsville's Rats

Whole Village to Engage in a Wnr
With Poison Next

Wednesday.
MIDDl.ETOWN, N. Y., Oct. 3 --Th

residents of Dovvnsville, Delaware
county, bnvo decided that next Wed-
nesday shall be set npait as a day for
killing rats which Infest the village.

It Is expected that on that day all
the residents of tho village will com-
bine to exterminate tho rodents which
ore causing such havoc. It Is pro-
posed that owners shall shut up nil
their hens, cats and dogs in order
thnt they may not be poisoned.

Dr. Robert Brltt.tln, ono ef tho phy-
sicians of tho place, has Issued in-
structions to tho villagers rettardln Jim
uso of rat poison snd Is foremost ln-r-

war. The villagers are to rcnort thn
fairly numtc of rats killed by each of them.


